
 

 

April   30,   2020   
 
Dear   NMS   Families,   
 
As   you   all   know,   Governor   Baker   announced   last   week   that   schools   will   be   closed   for   the   remainder   of   the   year.    Although  
this   information   was   not   what   we’re   hoping   for,   we   know   that   it   was   made   to   ensure   everyone’s   safety   and   well-being.   
 
The   Department   of   Elementary   and   Secondary   Education   provided   recent   guidance   to   districts   to   focus   on   the   following   goal:  
“Move    all   students   toward   consistent   engagement    in   remote   learning,   with   a   focus   on   connectedness   and   on   the   content  
standards   most   critical   for   success   in   the   next   grade.”    The   steps   that   they   highlight   are   strengthening   the   remote   learning  
program   and   identifying   and   supporting   students   not   effectively   engaged.    This   guidance   allows   us   to   move   forward   to  
prepare   our   students   for   a   successful   start   to   the   2020-2021   school   year.    It   will   be   important   for    our   students   to   continue   to   be  
active   participants    in   the   learning   process   so   that   they   are   accessing   the   curriculum.  
 
Reset   from   Q&A   Times   to   Instructional   Reinforcement    
As   we   will   not   be   seeing   students   in   person   again   this   year,   we   want   to   provide   live   interaction   opportunities   through   video  
conferencing.    Beginning   the   week   of   May   4th,   we   will   call   the   time   previously   identified   as   “Question   and   Answer”   time   to  
“Instructional   Reinforcement”   time.    The   Instructional   Reinforcement   sessions   will   be   held   during   previously   established   30  
minute   blocks   of   time.    Teachers   will   continue   to   notify   students   when   their   Instructional   Reinforcement   times   will   be   held  
each   week   and   we   will   continue   to   send   a   general   schedule   and   blank   schedule   through   the   NMS   Schoology   page   and   weekly  
Newsletter.  
 
Teachers   will   still   provide   instruction,   resources,   and   assignments   with   due   dates   so   that   students   can   access   and   work   on  
them   at   times   convenient   for   them   (with   a   goal   to   submit   by   the   required   due   date).    The   Instructional   Reinforcement   time  
will   be   real-time   conferences   led   by   teachers.    This   time   will   be   used   to   support   and   reinforce   the   learning   objectives   and  
concepts   being   taught   for   that   week.    The   Instructional   Reinforcement   time   may   look   different   depending   on   the   subject   or  
lesson   and   may   include   some   of   the   following:   instruction,   review   of   answers   on   assignments   with   live   feedback,   teacher  
checking   for   student   understanding   of   material,   assignments,   and   due   dates,   and   other   activities   to   engage   learners.     Although  
we   are   changing   the   name   for   these   30   minute   blocks   of   time,   it’s   important   to   note   that   many   teachers   have   already  
utilized   some   of   these   instructional   practices.  
 
As   remote   learning   will   be   continuing   until   the   end   of   the   school   year,   if   a   student   is   experiencing   challenges   at   any   point,  
please   reach   out   to   the   teacher   or   counselor.    Communication   between   the   teacher   and   student   and   their   family   is   important  
during   this   time.    Checking   email   and   Schoology   regularly   will   support   students   in   their   learning.    Students   should   check   their  
Schoology   gradebook   for   missing   assignments   and   if   support   is   needed   to   complete   them,   they   should   reach   out   to   the  
teacher.  
 
We   will   continue   to   keep   you   updated   with   any   other   information   that   may   become   available.   Until   then,   stay   safe   and   be  
well.   
 
Sincerely,   
 
Derek   J.   Sulc,   Principal  
Catherine   M.   Hyder,   Assistant   Principal  

 


